Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Scripture:          Luke 2:1-20 (Pg. 79 NT. Pew Bible)   

                                     Sue Faust, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:              “Silent Night? Holy Night!”     

Dedication of Offering
*Hymn -        “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                Page 141
*Benediction  

*Silent Meditation  
*Greeting:                                   

                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.”  

*Extinguishing of candles

*Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today, December 24, 2023, the Fourth Sunday of Advent!  Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
GREETERS: Dec. 24th & 31st - Marie & Chris Herb, 3rd person to be announced; Jan. 7th & 14th, 2024 - Donna Novinger, Ann Hale, 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: Dec. 3rd thru 31st - Diane Shaffer; Jan. 7th thru 28, 2024 - Sue Faust.
LAY READERS: Dec. 24 - Sue Faust; Dec. 31 - Gerry Wiest; Jan. 7, 2024 - Sharon Fetterhoff.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. 
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December 24, 2023

Christmas Eve Morning
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

     Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Alan Snyder
December 24, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Christmas Eve Morning
    (*Please stand as you are able)

       Lighting of Candles 
      Prelude   
Announcements                                                                                                                 Diane Shaffer  
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Diane Shaffer               

L:  Let our hearts be filled with joy and our voices with praise as we keep the festival of our Savior’s birth.
P:  As we approach the mystery of the Holy Spirit born in history, may our hearts be stirred with the gift of faith.
ALL:  May Christ be born anew in us in joy, power, and peace.
  L: Come, let us worship together! 

Lighting of Advent Wreath - Marie Herb & Donna Novinger                        
      *Hymn -   “Angels We Have Heart on High”             Page 132
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, as we celebrate your coming into the world, the past seems so far away and the present so filled with problems. We know in our hearts that you are with us in our time of need, but we feel so alone that we don’t listen to our hearts. Help us, Lord, to trust your promise, so that once again we may be aware of your holy presence within us, offering us the guidance we need in these troublesome times. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 89:1-4, 19-26 (Responsive)                                  
  L: I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
 P:  I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
L: You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David:
P: I will establish your descendants forever and build your throne firm for all generations.
L  Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said:
P: I have set the crown on one who is mighty, I have exalted one chosen from the people.
L: I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him.
P: my hand shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen him.
L: The enemy shall not outwit him, the wicked shall not humble him.
P: I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him.
L: My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; and in my name his horn will be exalted.

P: I will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers.
ALL: He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’
 Baptism & Membership of Ettie Lentz 
 Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 
  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


       I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                
Hymn -                     “Away in a Manger”              Page 158
                                    CHURCH CALENDAR 
Dec. 24 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 9:00AM - Christmas Eve Rehearsal (No Youth Sun. school)
                 10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online- Hymnal
                 7:00PM - Christmas Eve Communion/Candlelight
                Service - Organist

Dec. 25 - A Blessed, Merry Christmas!  (Church offices closed)
Dec. 30 - 3:30-8:00PM - Social Hall reserved - a family Christmas gathering
Dec. 31 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                 10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal
Jan. 7, 2024 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal
                  Confirmation Class meets after Worship Service

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Dec. 31st - Sharon Fetterhoff; Dec. 31, 2023 & Jan. 7, 2024.  If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We are watching The Chosen Christmas movie on Dec. 24th .We are on Season Three of “The Chosen” we discuss Lesson 5 on Dec. 31sh. Please join us. 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Rehearsal; Dec. 31st - Sue Faust & Donna Novinger. We welcome and encourage all Children to come to Sunday School!      Come and join the fun!    
THANK YOU! The Youth Sunday School would like to thank everyone who donated to their project for Samaritan’s Purse. We received a toal of $327.00. The children decided to use $50.00 to purchase blankets and bedding and $177.00 went to mission hospitals to help with health care. Thank you again for your support!
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER NEWS! The HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open on Wednesdays from 10:00AM to 12:00 PM.  (3rd Wednesday is Card party from Noon to 3:00PM)
Senior Center is closed on Wednesday, December 27th. 
                 PRAYER REQUESTS   *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, & cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Kevin Ramper, (Hershey Med. Center, Donna Donahue’s son-in-law); *Ken Bechtel, (Harrisburg Hosp.); *Scott Hebert, (Fox Rehab Rm. 211, Karen’s husband); *Rose Harris & Martin and Molly Raker, (Family members of Peggy Berra); *Earla Shiffer, (Pat/Ed Dobbin’s friend); *Dave Shutt, (Shirley Miller’s brother, Home.); *Joan Blosser, (Home); Mary & Ken Zeigler; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Esther Masser;  Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Greg Gelnett, (broken ankle); Jody Russell, (Ed Dobbin’s friend);  Chad Kitchen; Ray Aubil, (Bridget Campbell-Lisa Etzweiler’s coworker); Carol Brown, (Norine Goss’ sister-in-law); Frank Kitchen; Steve Long; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Jerry Sturm;  Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Tracey Knauss; Nancy McElrath; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father);  John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine; Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew);  Kevin Conrad;  Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Jason Zeigler, (Cary Miller’s neighbor); Nicole Carron (Carol Fetterhoff’s Friend); Greg Brown, (Norine Goss’ nephew); Ashleigh Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s Niece); Viola Shiner, Charlie Shertzer’s sister); Mike Lesher; Jack Geyer; Gary Geyer; Natalie Shaner (Craig/Carole Fetterhoff’s 8 yr-old-niece);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo; Vickie Shoffler; Hannah Klinger
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 
2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES: Please pick up your 2024 offering envelopes on the table in the narthex.

CHRISTMAS CARDS: Please check for your Christmas cards.  
BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethseda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission
DARTBALL - All Games begin at 7:00PM 

Christmas Break- No games Dec. 25, Jan. 1, or Jan. 8; Games resume on Jan. 15, 2024 with Valleys at St. John’s Lutheran.

ZUMBA meets on Mondays 6:00-7:00PM except when there is a home Dartball game.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
GIRL SCOUTS MEETINGS: 
G.S. Leaders meet the First Monday of each month, 6:00-9:00PM;  Troop 11300 meets the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM;  Troops 11570 & 10728 meet the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM; Troop 11301 meets the 2nd Thursday of the month, 6:00-7:30PM.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process. (Pastoral Search Committee meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays and at other times as needed.)

SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY     ***************************************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.
**************************************************************************  
PLEASE NOTE: Please address correspondence to  The Valleys E.C.C. P.O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032 for all correspondence or the post office will return it to you as the post office is enforcing this change. Thank you!

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation
                   UPCOMING EVENTS AT VALLEYS:

PAGEANT REHEARSAL FOR CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be held at 9:00AM during Sunday School hour on Sunday, December 24th.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be held on SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24th at 7:00PM. We plan to have pageantry with shepherds, angels, Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, and wisemen along with special music, lessons and carols. Please plan to join us on this special night as we remember the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus.
Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Elders, Deacons, Mission Committee.) Please give the reports to the church secretary by Monday, January 1, 2024 for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun., January 21, 2024.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2024  following Worship Service; the meeting will be followed by the Congregational Meal, please bring a covered dish to share, meat will be provided by Valleys. More details in upcoming bulletins.
COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be on Wednesday, January 24, 2024. INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2024 during worship service.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
                A Christmas Blessing

May you have the Spirit of Christmas, which is Peace,
The Gladness of Christmas, which is Hope,
The Heart of Christmas, which is Love,
The Gift of Christmas, which is Christ.
—Ada Hendricks

                      We wish you and your family                          

                        a Blessed Merry Christmas!
  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for December 24, 2023

Invocation:

We come before you in awe and wonder, O God, freshly aware of your love poured out for all who would come to believe.  There in the cold night air, among the dirt and the straw, amid the noise of the cattle and sheep, you began your work on this earth.  We welcome your coming to be among us in Jesus.  So now we praise you with songs of joy today.  May we bring glory to your Holy Name this day.  Through Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Luke 2:1-20   Responsive: Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26

Sermon:



“Silent Night?  Holy Night!”

When you hear the Christmas story, you get a picture in your head of what things must have looked like at the birth of Jesus.  Sometimes it’s interesting to find out how others envision that scene.  I read recently about a children’s Sunday School class that heard the Christmas story and they sang the Christmas Carol, “Silent Night”.  After hearing the Christmas Carol, they were asked to draw what they thought the nativity scene might have looked like.  One little fellow did a good likeness of Joseph, Mary, and the baby Jesus, but off to the side was a roly-poly figure.  The teacher, thinking that the boy has somehow worked Santa Claus into the scene, asked him who that was.  She wasn’t sure whether she was relieved or even more worried when the boy responded, “Oh, that’s Round John Virgin!”

If we were to be really truthful, we would admit that our picture of the birth of Jesus is influenced more by Christmas Carols and Christmas cards than the actual account given to us in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.  That’s because the Gospel accounts are a little short on details!  The Gospel of Matthew simply says about that wonderful night, “[Joseph] had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.”  The Gospel of Luke gives us a bit more information:  “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”  Here we have the account given according to Scripture.  And then we fill in the gaps.  And I hate to burst anyone’s bubble, but Scripture doesn’t say that Jesus was born in the winter.  The celebration of his birth on December 25th has a long and complicated history.  It’s no wonder, that we depend upon our Christmas Carols to draw a fuller picture of the birth of Jesus.

Take for example, the song “Silent Night.”  Look at first few words – “Silent Night!  Holy Night!  All is calm, all is bright . . .”  Now think about this for a moment.  Silent Night?  Yeah, right!  Do you really believe this was a silent night?

· How many of you have ever been present at the birth of a child?  Okay, be honest now – was it silent?  No!

· And think about where Jesus was born.  Remember what the Scripture story tells us – Bethlehem was crowded with visitors coming home to register for the census.  It was so crowded that there was no room for Joseph and Mary at the Inn. A room was made for them in the only warm place available – the stable.  Jesus was born amongst the stable animals – probably cows and donkeys, maybe a few sheep or goats – so Jesus was born to the background music of moos and baas and hee-haws!

· And this was a city that was hopping with excitement.  Remember the city was so crowded that there was no room for them in the Inn.

So not only do you have the pangs of childbirth, but the noise of the animals, and background noise of city life.  Silent Night?  I don’t think so!

And how about this “All is calm” part of the song?  Let’s see – a baby born in a stable, shepherds visiting, angelic choirs singing overhead – doesn’t sound very calm to me!  And yet, when we picture this scene, we don’t picture noisy chaos, do we?  We picture exactly what the song says – a silent night, a holy night, where all is calm and all is bright.

And you know, in a sense, I don’t think we are totally wrong!  I like to think that in the midst of the noisy childbirth chaos, there was a sense of calm, a sense of holiness, because the power of God was upon that little stable, surrounding that mother and father and child.  You see, it may not have been a truly silent night, but it was indeed a Holy Night!

It was a Holy Night because in the birth of that little child, God had fulfilled a promise made to the people of Israel thousands of years before.  God had promised to send a savior, a Messiah, an anointed one who would deliver the people from their oppressors and would free them from their sins.  And this was not a joy meant only for Israel – the prophets had proclaimed that the Messiah would come, not only for the sake of Israel, but for the sake of all nations, all the people of the world.  On that Holy Night a baby was born who would grow up to be that promised Messiah.

It was a Holy Night because all of God’s plans and purposes were coming together.  The glorious night of Jesus’ birth was but the beginning of the story, that would lead some thirty years later to the glorious morning of Easter!  The child that was born would grow up to be a teacher, a preacher, a healer, and most of all, a Savior.  The child Jesus would grow up to take upon himself the righteous punishment of God for the sins of all humanity – dying on our behalf, cruelly tortured and killed on a cross.  But that was not the end of the plan, of God’s plan - “for death could not hold the son of God!”  Jesus was resurrected by the power of God, he rose from the dead, he rejoined his Father God in the heavenly places, and he promised that he will come again to bring final peace to our world.  On that Holy Night, a baby was born who would grow up to be our Lord and Savior.

It was a Holy Night because it was God himself who was born.  This is the eternal mystery of God, that He is Three-in-One – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The child born to Mary was not an earthly child, although he was human.  His father was not the man Joseph, although it seems Joseph lovingly raised Jesus through His early years.  The child’s father was the Holy Spirit of God.  Jesus was one being with God.  Jesus was with God at the creation of the world – Jesus as the Word (with a capital “W”), the creative force of God.  The Gospel of John proclaims this truth, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God . . . And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.”  No wonder the angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  On 

And today as we gather to worship, we come perhaps with lives that are not so silent and calm.  We come with real life problems.  But, tonight when we gather to worship and sing those beloved Christmas Carols, may we grasp in our hearts and souls an essential truth – yes, it may not have been a very silent night, but it was indeed a Holy Night – a night that would change our lives forever.  On that Holy Night, a baby was born who was God Himself, who would grow up to be the Messiah, our Lord and Savior.  On that Holy Night, God gave us His greatest gift, salvation – all we have to do is accept that gift and believe.  As the last verse of “Silent Night’ so beautifully proclaims – “Silent night! Holy night!  Son of God, loves’ pure light, radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth!”

In the midst of all our chaos, God pours out his radiant beams of light upon us.  He gives us calm knowing through the redeeming grace of His Son all will be well.  

Thanks be to God for His glorious Christmas gift to us, given on that not so silent, but definitely holy night!  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Merciful God, it is beyond our knowledge and understanding to put into words the wonders of your coming to be among us, and all that it revealed to us and continues to be revealed to us.  We praise you for the birth of your Son, a light that is still shining and showing your glory to us.  Accept our worship that comes from hearts filled with awe and wonder.

We thank you, Lord God, for creating the world and for sending your Son to redeem it.  We thank you that He became human for our sakes, died on a cross and was raised by your power.  We thank you that He is exalted in glory yet remains always with us through the power of your Holy Spirit.  We thank you for all who helped prepare the way for your Son, and for all who have walked the way of our Savior, and all who have made Jesus known to us this day.  In gratefulness we dedicate ourselves to following in His way, however hard it may be.  May we, your church, seek to prepare the way for you to come into the lives of others.  Help us to make this church a place of learning to lead each other deeper in the knowledge of your grace.  Help us to make this congregation a place of healing where the anxious and depressed, the sick and the bereaved, and those who don’t recognize their own worth, may find acceptance and love so that through us they will see your glory and know that they are your beloved children.  You are here among us, Lord.  Comfort and heal your people so that all may know the wholeness of spirit that you desire for us.  Be with those today who we name who need your healing presence with them_______________________.  Lord, hear our prayers in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”
Benediction:

And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

